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ON wmarch 23 and March 24, 2007, OCTELA

celebrated its 8Danniversary in style at the
Columbus Marriott North. Vendors lined the mair
hallways, includingMichaels Associateand
Prentice Hall who both provided sponsorship for
conference headliners.

Jaime Adoff opened the
conference with the story of
his journey from musician to
writer and treated the
audience to excerpts from hig
work full of jazz riffs and hip
hop licks that blurred the line
between poetry and music.

Audience members enthusiastically joined in a “No

Guitar Blues” number as Jaime showcased the
results of his “good breeding” and passion for
working with children.

Morning sessions featured everything from poetn
to Shakespeare, picture books to movies, and mg
of Ohio’s writing project fellows brought their
expertise to teachers from throughout the state.
ArtSafe and theOhio Department of Natural
Resourcescame to show teachers how literacy
extends beyond language arts classroom and to
provide participants with materials and resources
well as ideas.

Walden Media’s Randy Testabrought more sneak
previews of upcoming films as well as an extendsg
trailer forAmazing Gracehat left a lasting impres-
sion on everyone in the ballroom. The title screef
for Prince Caspiarlet the audience know that the
second installment of théhronicles of Narniawill
be every bit as visually spectacular as the first.
Wilbur the Pig made a guest appearance as a Be|
Baby, and many luncheon guests went home with
the much coveted door prizes.

Friday’s lunch session began with recognition of
the Trusteespresent at the conference, former
OCTELA presidents who have shaped the
organization over its five decades. Special

recognition was given tBat Bjerstedt, Trustee,
Board Member, Advisor and Archivist, who is
retiring after 50 years of service to OCTELA. SH
leaves behind some pretty big shoes to fill, not tq
mention a garage full of OCTELA history.

Dandi Daley Mackall entertained the audience aj
the luncheon keynote with the darnedest things {
kids say and went on to tell
some of her stories of writing
motherhood, and her time
behind the iron curtain in
Poland, complete with a dinn
of popcorn for ten. She shar
excerpts fronLarger than Life
Lara andEva Underground
and told the audience how sh
transforms her life experiences into fiction, ahdtt
everyone, especially kids, needs to be able to te
their own stories in their own way.

/

In
yAfter the Friday afternoon sessions, OCTELA

members gathered in the Pavilion with hors
d'oeurves and drinks to honor the Outstanding
English Language Arts Educator award winners-
Debbie Thomas, Barbara Smith, Karla Bisig and
a Jeff Buchanan—as well as the Bonnie Chamberg
award winnerAlyson Workman, and the Special
Distinction award winneBarbara Gatzulis.

d Friday’s dinner speakeNikki Giovanni, almost
didn’t make it due to a
flight that was close to
two hours late arriving i
Columbus. As many
conference-goers re-
marked, Nikki Giovanni
is an individual who
speaks her mind, and th
political intertwined with
the personal as Ms. Giovanni shared stories, po
and especially witty commentary on current evelj
Particularly touching were her remembrances of
recently deceased mother and the impact that hg
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passing had on Ms Giovanni’s definition of herself bags full of give-aways and door prizes.
as a writer. Following a lengthy book signing, Ms|

Giovanni headed out in a rental car, not to be hel
captive by an airline schedule in getting back ho
to Virginia.

After the dinner session, th®rds of Literature, a
talented garage band primarily composed of
Gahanna Lincoln High SchoolEnglish teachers
rocked out in the Pavilion, playing upbeat covers
from the last three decades. A die-hard group of
young teachers never left the dance floor, and D3
Daley Mackall was the official dancing queen of tf
night. The conference chair, although exhausted
managed to climb on stage to sing back-up for
Mustang Sallywith her former colleagues.

Saturday morning started bright and early with
grade-level special interest group meetings.
OCTELA board liaisons facilitated these meetingy

in which teachers in elementary, middle, secondary  pooks and more for

and college cohorts discussed the issues they fag
each day in the classroom and how OCTELA can
help address these issues. These sessions will
continue each year at the spring conference so
OCTELA can keep abreast with its grade-level
members in the field.

Following Saturday’s three break-out sessions,
attendees gathered back in the ballroom for the
luncheon and a massive door-prize give-away of
vendor-donated gifts, as well as OCTELA
merchandise from over the yeaSharon Draper,
former National Teacher of the
Yearand best-selling author
ended the conference on a hig
note. She emphasized that, ag
teachers, we play a very
important role, and that putting
the right book in a student’s
hand is just a matter of reading
widely in the literature
available for children and young adults. She Imed
tablemates stand, clasp hands, and participate in
call and response, vowing to keep the circle
unbroken and teach every child.

By 3:00 p.m., conference-goers were filing out to
turn in their evaluations and pick up their attemza
certificates with their silver-embossed OCTELA

Next year’s conference promises more of the sa

e with a great line-up of speakers and another

nd
ne

opportunity for Ohio’s ELA teachers to share the
best-practice with their colleagues.

Look for the call for proposals and mark your
calendar foMarch 7 and 8, 2008 back at the
Columbus Marriott North .

We'll see you there!
Conference Chair Michele Winship

Conference Candids

b
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Greg Michaels of
Michaels Associates
provides professional

conference attendees.

Tanzina Shams and her
son Gabriel shop at the
Scholastic Book Fair.

Jessica Boggs
(center),
Allison Ansted,
and Jennifer
Branson
volunteer at the
Scholastic
Booth.

!

Two friends relax
during the
conference.
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Longtime OCTELA Advisor and Co-Founder Retires

Pat Bjerstedt

embodies the heart and
soul of OCTELA.

Nearly a half century ago,
President John F. Kennedy
spoke about commitment in
words which are familiar to us
all—words that | change only
slightly in saying, “Ask not whag
OCTELA can do for you; ask
what you can do for OCTELA.
This is exactly whaPat
Bjerstedt has done for the past]

Vice president and
membership chair

President elect and state
convention chair

President

Registrar for the Fall
Conference

Director of the PreK-12
Writing Awards

Judge for both the Lucille
Loy Kuck Creative Writing
Contest and the Robert Fox

50 years.

Pat began her teaching career in Gahanna, Ohio,

where she

- Directed the class play
Served as class advisor
Advised the National Honor Society
Initiated and advised theln the Know Team
Directed Right to Read
Wrote the first Gahanna censorship policy
Served as representative to the Ohio
Superintendent of Public Instruction’s
Advisory Committee for the Arts in
Education
Became the first woman in administration,
and
Facilitated the Student of the Month
breakfast and the Academic Achievement
dinner.

One wonders where was the time to teach. Yet, F
did teach a full load of English and speech.

In 1957, Pat Bjerstedt and others had a vision—d
that would celebrate Ohio’s English language arts
teachers and provide collegiality. That vision
became OCTELA, and over the years since that
founding year, Pat has served OCTELA in a varig
of ways:

Affiliate representative for the English

Section

nel have contributed whatever little part in their

ty OCTELA has been blessed by what we have

Writing Awards
Advisor and Archivist, and
Keeper of the constitution.

This year, Pat ends a half century of service. N¢
one has given more, and | expect that more tha
one of us will still look across the board tableidg
an executive meeting and ask, “Pat, what does t
constitution say?”

While Pat may be retiring from the executive bog
the ties remain strong, and the guidance she so
willingly shared will be passed to a new generati

When asked about her most vivid memories as §
educator, Pat stated, “I don’t know that | could
select any one memory of my years as an educg
as the most special. | think of myself as a peopl
person and, as a teacher, | have had plenty of

opportunities to hone those skills. The important
Patpart of being an educator is helping young peopl

find their purpose and voice and create their owr
place in the world. How fulfilled | am to know tha

development.”
Pat’s life has been blessed by what she has give
received from her. It is with sincere appreciation

and respect that we wish Pat all the bé&kdt, you
will be missed.
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Dr. Evelyn Freeman
Recipient of NCTE Distinguished Service Award

Evelyn “Evie” Freeman is dean of The
Ohio State University Mansfield and executive
dean of the regional campus system. Freeman
taught on the Mansfield, Newark, Marion and
Columbus campuses and, most recently, served
director and professor of the School of Teaching
and Learning in the College of Education on the
Columbus campus. Sheceived her BA in
sociology and education from Chatham College,
MA in educational psychology from the University
of Chicago, and PhD in early and middle
childhood from The Ohio State University.

Dr. Freeman’s current research focuses on
international children’s literature and ways that
children’s nonfiction can support content area

learning. Dr. Freeman currently serves as co-editpr work...”

of Bookbird: A Journal of International Children’s
Literature,the official publication of the
International Board on Books for Young People.
She previously served as co-editor of dJoernal of
Children’s Literatureand co-editor of the
Children’s Book Column of he Reading Teacher

The NCTE Distinguished Service Award—
established in 1950 as the W. Wilbur Hatfield
Award and renamed the Distinguished Service
Award in 1969 recognizes a person or persons
who have exhibited valuable professional service
the profession, scholarly or academic distinction,
distinctive use of the language, and excellence in
teaching.

In her acceptance speech at the 2006 NCTE

Convention in Nashville, Tennessee, Dr. Freeman
said, “l was truly stunned to learn that | would be
receiving the NCTE Distinguished Service Award

nsEnglish for nominating me, and all my wonderfu

| am deeply humbled. | want to thank NCTE for
considering my contributions to the profession
worthy of this great honor. | want to thaktarge
Ford from theOhio Council of Teachers of

colleagues iIMOCTELA with whom | have worked
for more than two decades. | want to recognize
members of th€hildren’s Literature Assembly
from whom | have learned so much over the ye4
And | give special thanks tBister Rosemary
Winkeljohann, herself a recipient of this award,
who attended a session | gave on nonfiction at §
NCTE Spring Conference many years ago and
asked me to chair a committee to consider the
possibility of a children’s book award that focuse
on nonfiction. She began my joyous journey of

Dr. Freeman’s most recent publications include:
- Global Perspectives in Children’s Literature,
(2001). Allyn and Bacon.

Chapter 11. Informational Books and
Biography. In Children’s Books in
Children’s Hands, C. Temple, M. Martinez,
J. Yokota, A. Naylor (1998). Allyn & Bacon.

Connecting Informational Children’s Books
with Content Area Learning, (1998). Allyn
& Bacon.

Evie is a past secretary of OCTELA and
served as OCTELA's president in 1993.

Congratulations, Evie, on this well
deserved award.

he
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Letter to the Ed

jtor

Dear OCTELA NewsletterEditor:

As a long-time advocate for and defender ¢
young adult and children’s books, | am offended
and incensed by Michael Punsalan’s recent
Newsletterarticle, Time to Start Banning Books
Again (Fall 2006)!

At first | couldn't tell if he was being
merely facetious or being inflammatory to get & rij
out of readers. It is obvious that Punsalan wants

his reasoning is about as flawed as that of most
book censors. His arguments are not well reaso
or presented from a position of knowledge. He
sounds severely ignorant of who the censors are

and what most librarians and language arts teacherthe library professionals I've worked with have
do, and he lacks facts to support his accusations|

Though Punsalan raises two valid
guestions—"What if a teacher wanted to teach thg
moral rightness of Hitler'slein Kamp?” and
“What if a library wanted to stock the controvelsig
Anarchist Cook Bookr thePoor Man’s Guide to
Bomb Making, he makes two [uninformed]
comments about censors. He asks if the people
who support the First Amendment aren’t “the sanj
people outraged by the appearance of Janet
Jackson’s breast during the Superbowl!?” and
declares that “Most of the activists fighting for
literary freedom are the same proponents of
self-serving censorship conveniently cloaked in
another arena.”

My response is “No, they are not. Not mo
of the hundreds of English teachers and librarians
have worked with for the past 45 years (though |
know a few who, sadly, fall into that category)$,no
surely, the writers, teachers, and librarians that
know on the anti-censorship committees of the
National Council of Teachers of English, the
American Library Association, and the Writers
Guild.”

Punsalan’sarticle seems to be directed at
the wrong audience. He notes that the ALA’s
records of challenged books “show a significantly|
high proportion of cases challenged due to
"sexually explicit” material, use of “offensive

language” or “unsuited to age

group.” He then asks if “we” arne
nf offended “only at sex and swear

words”—as if the “we” refers to readers of this

librarians.

The challenges listed by ALA did not com
from “we”; they came from people NOT like mog
of us. Furthermore, Punsalan asserts that “we”

3

Act, and supporting the Patriot Act, though he d
nedot present a shred of evidence to show that an
well-known anti-censorship person in any of our|
related professions has done that. In fact, miost

stood openly against the Patriot Act and oppose
screens on the Internet in their libraries (though
have no idea what they think of Howard Stern),
almost all of my professional friends have argue
against the Patriot Act.

In addition, | can’t believe that Punsalan
has read most, or any, of the books for childresh
teenagers cited by the ALA as having been
e challenged during the last decade of th& 20

century. If he had, he would never have raised
issue of whether the topics of those books “rice
proverbial ‘fence’ for decency and acceptability.
He would know how insane many of the charge;s
have been—and continue to be—against those
books.
5t While | applaud Mr. Punsalan’s intent—o
5 at last what think his intent was—I'm appalled by
johis slanderous statement and demeaning
implications.

D

Don Gallo

Solon OH

Professor Emeritus
Central Connecticut State
University

The opinions expressed here
are solely those of the author.

newsletter, i.e., reading, language arts teachar

have hypocritically been in favor of fining Howard
people not to be hypocritical about censorshipt Bu Stern, advocating the Children Internet Protectig
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Ohio Poetry Day Open to Students
in Grades 9-12

The OCTELA Student Contest of Ohio
Poetry Day,is an inexpensive and exciting way to
encourage creativity in students in grades 9—12.
The contest is free from thematic and structural
restrictions, allowing students the freedom to siibn
entries that best reflect their poetic gifts. Teas
are encouraged to have students submit their best
poetry. Not only is this activity an exciting factor
classroom creativity, it also provides winning
students with a significant accomplishment to cite
while applying to colleges and universities.

—

Student Contest Guidelines

Entries must be original and unpublished.

Poems must be in English, typed, photocopied or
computer-generated; single-spaced (except between
stanzas); on one side only of 8 1/2 x 11 white p&p

All poems must be titled, and title should not bette
same as contest title/theme.

Two clear copies of each poem must be sent, both
containing the number and name of contest in the
upper left corner, and the_secondopy containing the
name and address of the contestant in the upper g
corner.

The OCTELA student contest should also contain the
school name but must have student home address
rather than school address since OPD sends luncheon
letters and prizes to those addresses.

The entry information must be legible.
Winners lists will be available in late summer if #0
SASE is sent with poems. No other prior notificatia

will be made. Those not present at Poetry Day willave
awards mailed to them.

Send entries to the following address:

Bill Reyer, OPD 2007 Contest Chair
Department of English, Heidelberg College
310 East Market Street Tiffin, Ohio 44883

Please include the following with your entry:

Name:

The Buckeye Children's Book Award

program is designed to encourage children in Ohi
to read literature critically, to promote teacheda

librarian involvement in children's literature
programs, and to commend authors of such

literature. Since its inception, there have been 43

award winners.

Establishedin 1981, the Buckeye Children
Book Award program offers students an opportuf
to vote on their favorite books and is a collabhweat]

effort of the Ohio Council of Teachers of English
Language Arts (OCTELA), the Ohio Council
International Reading Association, The Ohio

Educational Library Media Association, The Ohig

Library Council, and the State Library of Ohio.

2007 Award Winners:

Grades K-2:

- Once Upon a Cool
Motorcycle Dudeby Kevin
Walker OMalley (New York:
Walker and Company, 2005

Grades 3-5:

Stink: The Incredible
Shrinking Kid by Megan
McDonald (Cambridge:
Candlewick Press, 200%)

Grades 6-8:

Eragon by Christopher Paolinj
(New York: Knopf, 2003)

Address:

City: St: Zip:

For more information, contact

Deb DeBenedictis at
ddebened@kent.edu

S
ity
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Outstanding English

Educators Recognized

t the OCTELA Spring Conference, five Ohig
educators received Outstanding Educator
Awards. Each year, OCTELA honors
English educators in five different

College, and Special Distinction. Cindy Bowman
chaired this year’s awards selections.

Elementary:
Deborah Thomas

Granville City Schools
Granville, Ohio

Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrot&he
secret in education lies in respecting the stutient.
No one understands this better than the recipient
this year’s Outstanding Elementary Educator
Award. Every student in her classes is respected
and loved. It is obvious in the decorations that
adorn the room, the displays of student work, the
atmosphere of community and family which exist
throughout each day, and the unspoken life lesso
every child has learned and had reinforced during
their year in Mrs. Thomas’ class.

When one of her students needs help,
Debbie Thomas is always there. When a student
diagnosed with a chronic disease, Debbie’s
compassion and spirit allow the child a normal
school year. When she suspects a problem, Deb
gently talks to the student and family. As
Kierkegaard said, “Instruction begins when you, t
teacher, learn from the learner; put yourself s hi
place so that you may understand . . . what he
learns and the way he understands it.” Debbie
Thomas continually reflects on how her students
learn, how she can improve her teaching, and ho
she can make every subject more relevant in the
lives of her students.

On a trip to Nashville, she took photos of
ADDITION STREET for her classroom. At a loca

book store, she purchased books on how to engagéearners—communities of readers and writers.

boys in reading. She returns from vacations with
gifts for her students. She is fascinated by curre

D topics in education and eager to participate as g
learner and a leader.
Elementary teachers are rare and inspirir

tireless, patient, motivating, patient, problem-
solving, patient, passionate, and patient. Wd st¢
our best ideas from elementary teachers and st
for the qualities they exhibit at any moment of t
day. We learn from colleagues like Debbie

consider the unique characteristics of our studej
We learn from those we love, and Debbie, we Id
you.

Middle School:
Barbara Smith

0 Western Reserve Middle

School
Berlin Center, Ohio

Passion. This is the word that describes
nsBarbara Smith as an educator, teacher colleagu
and fellow doctoral student. Listening to Barb
integrating philosophy into her daily teaching

practice is the epitome of what it means to teach
iswith passion. Her classroom is a single glimpseg
this student and that student. The children Barlj

bighrough the stories she tells, how her rural sttgle
are wholly affected by the culture of their
hecommunity. Understanding the nuances of the

society's notion of school, of what it might mean
read and write, of what it might mean to live out
one’s life in this particular place.

Further, even though this outstanding
teacher has been in the classroom for thirty-sev
years, each child, each situation remains new a
fascinating, and Barbara combines her natural
intellect and charisma to create communities of

v

Passionbegins deep within one’s own hex
and a teacher emerges on her own terms, capa

culture, she integrates her insights about thial ruf

g

! _ people. They are creative, patient, understandinfg,
categories: Elementary, Middle School, Secondarypatient, flexible, patient, uninhibited, patient,

ba
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Thomas, discuss new resources and methods, §nd
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teaches become multidimensional as she illustrates,
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of recognizing each student’s talents and givinghed
child the opportunity to read and write from his or

her vantage point. Barbara Smith is an outstandin
English language arts educator with or without this
award, and her passion for teaching inspires us al

Secondary:
Karla Bisig

Wilmington High
School
Wilmington, Ohio

We've all heard, read, even seen movies
about teachers who inspire students to be the bes
people they can be, but according to Gloria Flahern
Karla’s former teacher, there has never been & stg
like Karla’s. “Karla is fluid,” writes Flaherty. She
hasn’'t congealed

“As an undergraduate in education courses|
Wilmington,” says Flaherty, “Karla always asked
the question, designed thmit, and went thextra

mile—she added reading endorsement to her Engjish

certification, for instance.

SinceKarla has been at Wilmington High
School, Karla’s knowledge, sense of humor,
innovative lessons, dedication, love of learnioggl
of teaching, and love for students have all been
brought to fruition in her classroom. She has also
grown professionally presenting often at OCTELA
conferences. And finally, Flaherty states that mvhe

she heard the news that Karla had been named as

Ohio’s Outstanding Secondary ELA teacher, she
responded, “I knew that.”

College:
Jeff Buchanan

Youngstown State
University
Youngstown, Ohio

Becauseof a prior commitment, Jeff was not
able to be with us during the Spring Conference. “
am truly sorry that | am not here in person to reze
this award. | am in New York, at the Conference ¢
College Composition and Communication, celebrg
ing the appearance of an essay of mine in a just-

. published book. Because this year | was up for
tenure, | have tried to keep my head down and nj

g
that the best way to deal with the uncertaintihef
process was to not think about it at all, to prdten

granted tenure at the end of last semester. And
while it was affirming to receive the official,
University-President-signed letter, it meant mare
me to receive the simple, congratulatory words of
my colleagues in my department on campus.
“It is that spirit that makes this award fronp
OCTELA so special to me; it is a humbling honon.
say with no certainty that | am Ohio’s Outstandin
Educator at the university level. Look around yo
There are a great many people as deserving of t
[ award as | am. But the gesture is an affirmation
the choices I've made since coming to Ohio five
r years ago and to the identity I've begun to canve
as an educator. It is truly the recognition ofyou

—F

at

Special Distinction:
Barbara Gatzulis

Ross/Pike ESD
Chillicothe, Ohio

Barb Gatzulis is the Director of Curriculun

Educational Service District in Chillicothe, Ohio.
> Not only does she direct the Entry Year Consorti
she also developed it, and since its inceptiomagt

ning their careers. She also initiated the culuicu
mapping process for Ross/Pike Counties and
provided staff training in “Framework for
Understanding Poverty” to assist schools with
understanding the culture of at-risk students.

on Student Involved Classroom Assessment and
leadership and training in data collection to infor
and differentiate instruction to align with studgnt
needs. But ultimately, Barb has worked tireles$sly

istrators that ALL teachers—regardless of their

t. and writing. Barb says that she is “just doing my,

job,” but not everyone does it quite as well asl:Bar

—

J

—

Barb provided summer academies focused

ake
no waves, to do my job one day at a time. | thought

everything was business as usual. It worked; | was

NS

peers, represented by this award, that matters.’mpst

Instruction and Staff Development at the Ross/Pike
im,

provided programs for over 550 new teachers begin-

foster an understanding among teachers and adiin-

n grade level or content area—are teachers of readling
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In the

Beginning:

Reflections
on
OCTELA’s
First
Ten
Years

Compiled from the
OCTELA Archives
Advisor
Pat Bjerstedt

The year was 1957—

A group from the Central Ohio Teachers Associatiaat at
Bowling Green State University to determine thediies a
statewide association of teachers of English. tr@ynext year, the
steering committee consisting of nineteen memitemighout Ohio
met at The Ohio State University to form committaad draw up a
constitution, nominate a slate of officers, anchglae program for
the very first annual convention.

These educators were determined to keep the dgroom
being “just another organization,” and it was gaiigragreed that “3
primary purpose of the organization would be tovpate better
articulation among levels of instruction.”

The year was 1959—

By fall of 1959, the newly formed English Associatioin
Ohio [EAQ] boasted 250 members in its first offla@aunt and
credited a notice in th®@EA Journal The First Annual Conferenc
was held in November at OSU with the thelno@king to Each
Other for Effective Teachingand newly elected officers served
their first two-year term. By now, the first comstion had been
adopted. By the end of 1961, three directors mring levels of
teaching—along with a liaison to NCTE—had been ddded the
first EAO Bulletinwas distributed. Membership had reached 766
with 238 attending the luncheon at the 1960 coniedeld in
Columbus. By the way, conference registration was a whopping
$1.00 with an additional $3.00 for lunch.

The year was 1961—

An ongoing committee studied the State ScholarshgisTe
given at that time to all Ohio students and urgeidersity and
college English or Education Departments to rectuitent
membership in the organization. EAO was advertisgdhio

schools, and the Committee for Resolutions wadbslwed. Anothef

annual conference was held with an attendancdithésof 400. By
the following year, EAO had established an annustibguished
Achievement Award and rotated its conference tottState
University.

The year was 1963—

The Ohio State University, once again, hosted the E&D
Conference. Speakers from The OSU Summer Workshop

197)
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Composition, Linguistics and Literature offered
assistance to Cleveland’s hosting of the 1964
NCTE Convention. Four year terms were given t
the Secretary and Treasurer, and a vote was takg
consider the matter of censorship in the schools.
By now, membership had reached 1525, and the
organization considered affiliating with the Ohio
Education Association.

The year was 1964—

EAO passed a resolution on censorship ar
published that resolution in ti©AO Bulletin Plans
for “grass roots” workshops to reach out to group

throughout the state were formulated, and severa|

colleges and universities offered their
assistance. Schools and/or local NCTE affiliate
organizations were asked to serve in planning.
The EAO Bulletingrew from primarily a
newsletter to include publishing of “practical and
useful” articles on teaching practices, and the5196
conference was devoted to linguistics and held at
Wittenberg University in Springfield. EAO formed
a commission to work with those forming the new
standards and received word that assistance had
been received from Title Ill of NDEA [National
Defense Education Act] for in—service workshops
and seminars. At least 12 workshops were
scheduled by the end of the year. EAO announcg
the formation of a Committee on Preparation and
Certification of English teachers to make
recommendations and assist the State Departme
Committee on Preparation and Certification of
teachers of English language arts.

The year was 1967—

The Fall Conference focused on K-12 neeq
and using the NDEA assistance program, EAO
decided to sponsor a spring meeting in the four
quarters of the state to reach out to small schools

The spring conference centered on the needs of the

more deprived areas in language arts...perhaps
Jesse Stuart as the main speaker.

A Constitutional advisor had been added t
the Executive Committee, and NCTE asked
affiliates to establish a Standing Committee on
Book Selection and Censorship—that committee
exists yet today.

The year is 2007—

nt OCTELA is now fifty years old and boastj
a membership of 2000 strong. And if you're
wondering when EAO became OCTELA, that

happened at the Strongsville Convention in 1976.

There were three basic reasons for the name ch

To eliminate confusion with the Ohio
Education Association;

To maintain a name connected to NCTE by
inclusion of the word “council”; and

To use the term English language arts to
embrace all levels of English teaching.

d

U7

In the years following that first decade,
OCTELA has provided English language
arts teachers in Ohio with a
multitude of services ranging from
student and teacher awards,
professional development workshops
and conferences,
access to cutting edge ideas from
respected authors and scholars,
subscriptions to the award-winning
Ohio Journal of English Language Arts
and the OCTELA Newsletter,
and a variety of lesson plans, web links
censorship material, speaker services,
and regular updates about academic
standards, policies and
legislation on the OCTELA website.

o

nt

'Congratulations
OCTELA

For more information on how you, too, can
better serve OCTELA, contact
Ruth McClain
rmcclain@bright.net

vith

"X

Ange:
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Ohio Voices:

. . . Issues in Education

by Will Kuhrt

The Math in Stories

Recently, | went out to a restaurant for a
casual dinner with a group of friends, all of whom
are English as Second Language teachers.
Although I know all of them well, | sometimes fee
like I'm the odd man out since my fields are math
and science. The evening was filled with great
food and interesting conversation that was mostly
about the daily trials and tribulations in the Bvaf

[92)

teachers whose primary function is to teach English

to new Americans but who also endeavor to build
vocabulary and content understanding in math,
science and social studies—cross-curricular,
literacy-based teaching is just what they do.

The topic of math was brought up when onle
of the teachers saidn contrast that the math
teachers in her building did not like teaching
literacy-based math. Literacy-based instruction ig
something that the spectrum of ESL teachers
routinely engages in; however, it is not as commd
in math or science classes. | chimed in and affers
my opinion that a math teacher who does not
support literacy-based instruction is doing the
students a disservice.

The most popular argument heard from
math and science teachers is that there is vélgy lit
literature material available to use. Many believe
that finding fiction material such as novellas or
short stories is next to impossible or that theyeha
no time to cover any material outside of what they
are already doing. But math is the purest story of
them all, and virtuallyany story harbors math
connections, and the creative can find many ways
to make use of literature in the classroom.

Somerecent series | have read that offer

n

D

math and science teachers creative opportunities toyoung students whose minds are filled with creative

utilize literature in their classes include thele
Rider series of YA novels which includes
Stormbreakerwhich can also be seen on film
(Operation Stormbreake006).

Alex Rider is a 16 year-old boy who is
recruited by MI-6, the British version of the CIA.

When he goes on undercovg
missions for the British
government, Alex makes usg
of many diverse technologica
devices to thwart the enemy
and help himself out of tight situations. Based gn
the science and math principals behind Alex’s
fictional spy gadgets, math and science teacherp
could use hands-on activities in the classroom tp
provide students opportunities to explore concepts
in chemistry, physics, math and technology.
Another excellent series is RemnantBhe
Mayflower Projectthe introductory book, offers g
host of cross-content possibilities in the subjetts
art, social studies, math, science, political stgen
biology, physics, astronomy, history, and thedist
potentials goes on and on. Math, science, biology,
physics and astronomy connections abound as the
characters face the imminent destruction of the
earth by a rogue asteroid, surviving long-termisfas
as the shuttle drifts through space for centueas,
deal with many unimaginable circumstances upgn
arrival in the new world. These are only a few of
the many possible content connections.

=

“. .. amath teacher who
does not support literacy-baseg
instruction is doing the
students a disservice.”

O

Aside from the math in stories, math
teachers should strive to find the stories inside

ideas. Some of today’s young students will
undoubtedly be tomorrow’s pioneers in fields lik
engineering, medicine, chemistry, or computer
game design. All of these fields use math. By
allowing young math learners to explore it in
combination with their individual creativity by

11%
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giving them opportunities for creative writing that
incorporates math ideas and concepts, we
encourage our students to develop a life-time lov
of the subject.

Math is all around us. Literacy based-
instruction is all about making connections, but it
is not solely about connecting
the content we teach and
nothing else. Literacy-based
instruction is really about
showing the students the
relationships between the
content we teach and the
world around us. When we
examine our world, the
connections between math and daily life are
abundant. Itis in the geometry of the school
buildings and helped the architects design a safe
structure. Itis in physics of kicking a game-
winning field goal and in the ability of the food
service delivery driver to push wares up a ramp.
Math is in the stories of our lives from determuopin
simple tips to calculating increases in gasoline
prices at the pump. It helps make our food taste
great by allowing chefs to calculate proportions of
ingredients. Itis atool used by crime fighters t
solve puzzling cases, and it is used in many
disciplines of science and technology.

Becauseof the prevalence of math all
around us, it should be easy for we math teacher
to find many cross-content connections. In doing
so we are helping to scaffold our students so thaf
they may reach the next-highest rung on the
proverbial education ladder and, as we scaffold
them to the next level, we provide them with

(D

opportunities to synthesize the knowledge we give

them and tools to employ what we teach in their
lives.

Will Kuhrt is pursuing certification
in Middle Childhood math
and science. He may be reached af

wkuhrt@yahoo.com

NCTE Dates and Sites:

NCTE Annual Convention:

November 15-18, 2007—New
York, NY

November 20-23, 2008—San Antonio, TX
November 19-22, 2009—Philadelphia, PA
November 18-21, 2010—Orlando, FL
November 17-20, 2011—Chicago, IL

CCCC Annual Convention:

April 2-5, 2008—New Orleans, LA

Mar. 11-14, 2009—San Francisco, CA

Literacy Leaders Institute:

June 24-26, 2007—Charlotte, SC
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Out and Coming Out! Hot off the Press

By Virginia Monseau
ISBN 978-0-325-00745-8
Heinemann /Grade Level: 6-12

Teaching the Selected Works
of Robert Cormierdraws on
the experiences of two high
school teachers and a middle
school teacher who use
Cormier’s novels in their
English classes. It offers classroom-tested ideas

lessons, and assignments that enrich the studig gf H!

works and encourage their inclusion in the
curriculum, as well as samples of student writing
and artwork created in response to his books.

Edited byVirginia Monseau, the series
offers entry points, insights, and strategies for
teaching the works of noted young adult authors

—h

Coming Soon

from the International Reading Association

Exploring African Life and Literature:
Novel Guides to Promote Socially

Responsive Learning
Edited by Jacqueline Glasgow and Linda Rice

Designed for use in high school English languagetar
and social studies classrooms and for use in
niversity-level African studies programs and world
literature courses, this book examines diversity,
equity, and human rights issues and uses film and
traditional African literature as the mode for

exploring these issues.

Contributors include Jackie Glasgow, Linda Ricq
Allison Baer, Kara Haas, Alexa Sandmann and
Ruth McClain.

Co-Presenters:

Dr. William Kist

Kent State University
New Literacies

in Action

Frank W. Baker
Media Education
Consultant, creator of
Media Literacy
Clearinghouse

Putting New Literacies Into Action in K-12 Classroans

A workshop designed to help teachers of all subjestand school library media
specialists meet state standards for both their coéant areas and
for “media literacy” by using new literacies acrossthe curriculum.

a definition of new literacies--why all teachers &tudents
need to incorporate them into their instruction now

demonstrations of how new literacies can transform
English, Social Studies, Math, Science, Health, Tegology
classrooms and libraries

hands-on lesson plans/activities

a complete list of resources, including web-basedurrent,
relevant readings

To Register: www.frankwbaker.com/NL

Dates: June 20-21, 2007 Location: Centerville Cit§schools,

Central Resource Center, 105 Virginia Ave. Centenlie, OH 45458

Registration open to K-12 educators
Cost: $250 per person
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Confused...about Membership?

Check your mailing label

OCTELA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL FORM

Application for OCTELA Membership: Make checks payable to OCTELA and mail this form to

Ruth McClain, 644 Overlook Drive, Columbus, OH43214 rmcclain@bright.net
You may also pay by Master Card or Visa.

CHECK ONE: ____Professional Membership $35.00 __Student or Retired Membership $12.00
Name: Teaching Level: Check all applicablel
Address: ___ Secondary ___ Middle Sch.
City: St.  Zip: ____Elementary ___ College/Univ.
Home Phone: ( ) Schrimbne: ( ) __ Vocational ~___ Librarian
Email: ___ Retired ____ Student
County in which you teach: Schoo o Other — Dept. Chair
Credit Card Number: Exp. Date:

MasterCard/Visa (circle one)

NCTE Membership Form

OHIO P-0177
To join NCTE, please complete this form and mail to
NCTE, 111 West Kenyon Road, Urbana, Illinois 61801096

Language Arts: $25.00 School Talk $15.00 Please note that NCTE journals are

English Journal $25.00 NCTE Plus $20.00 NO LONGER 'nC_ll"ded in the
membership fee.

College English $25.00 Teaching Eng.

_ _ in Two Year Journal fees for students are half
Primary Voices K-6 $20.00 Colleges $20.00 of a reqular membership
Voices from the Middle $20.00 Research in journal fee.

Teaching Eng. $20.00
Choose one: __ New membership...$40 ____Renewal40$% Renewal Membership number
Name: Home Phone: ( )
Home Address:
City: State: Zip:
Email: School Name:
School Address: City: ST: Zip:

Voting Section: Check one Elementary ____MiddlSchool ____Secondary ____ College
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The Bonnie Chambers Grant

for Exemplary Beginning Teaching—2008

This award is presented to teachers in grades K-6lwo are
in their second through fourth years of teaching.

Nomination FOrm: Nomination forms must be typed or printed and

submitted to the chair of the selection committeeyopDecember 15, 2007.
Nominees will receive their application packets byanuary 1, 2008

Nominee’s Name:

Year of Teaching: Second Third Fourt

Name of School:

School Address:

City, State, Zip:

Home Phone: Email:

Work Phone:

Current Position:

Nominator: Date:

Home Address:

City, State, Zip:

Home Phone:

Work Phone:

Email:

Send nominations to Sue Malaska—597 Brae Burn, Mafisld, OH 44907

Phone: (419) 756 0962 Email: vmalaska@neo.mm
Deadline: December 15, 2007
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OCTELA 2008 Spring Conference:
March 7-8,2008  CALL FOR PROPOSALS:

Featured Speakers: Luong Ung, Susan Campbell Bartetti, Rick Sowash
One other speaker to be announced

Session Title(please keep it short): Description of content pagose in 50 words or fewer:

NOTES: 1) If your proposal is accepted, both theitle and the content may be edited to fit printing
requirements.

2) When you submit your proposal, please includigne Ohio content standards and/or the NCTE/IRA
standards that your session addresses.

3) Please indicate if you are affiliated with an Oio writing project. (yes) (no)

Audience Circle the grade level(s) for which this sessiayuld be most beneficial.
K-4 5-8 9-12 HS & College  Multiple Levels

Audio Visual Needs* (Please circle): Overhead TV/VCR Internet (requires a wireless card)
*Make sure that the AV you request beyond an owaathie essential to the successful presentatioowf y
content. Due to the cost of A/V rental, OCTELAMNIOT be able to provide computer/LCD projectofs.
you need this for your presentation, you will bkegkto bring your own equipment.

Contact Presenter's Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Work phone: ( ) Home phofe )

Work Fax: ( ) Email:

Other Presenter(s):

Name of School Building and District & Complete Addess for Building:

If your proposal has one or two presenters, eatitraceive half off the conference rate. Additibna
presenters will be asked to pay the full conferdree

PROPOSALS DUE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 15, 2008
E-Mail to: Regina Rees rmrees@gmail.com or Mail: 609 Shawbutte Street, Poland OH 44514
Note: Proposals will be ackndedged by email. Please supply your email address.
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