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SB5--

Some Background:

State Senator Shannon Jones (R-Springboro)
introduced Senate Bill 5 that included a full repeal of
Ohi o6s | aw on coll ecti
employees, including higher education staff, and merit
pay for all state employees to replace salary schedules.
The Senate Insurance, Commerce & Labor
Committee drafted a 98-page amendment that was
voted out of committee after Senate President Tom
Niehaus (R-New Richmond) replaced a committee
member who was in opposition to the bill. Senate Bill
5 passed the Ohio Senate 17-16 on March 2, 2011,
and moved to the House of Representatives where the
Commerce and Labor Committee is now holding
hearings. Senate Bill 5 would affect collective
bargaining agreements entered into on or after the
bil |l 6s ed 90 days aftersigningdyathe e
governor.

How SB5 Impacts Ohio Teachers:

Senate Bill 5 stands to sweep away many of
the rules that educators, administrators and school
boards have worked under for decades. The
Cleveland Plain Dealereports some of the changes
in the version of the bill passed by the Ohio Senate:

o Wages still will be negotiated through
collective bargaining, but management gets to
decide much more than it does now, including
leave policies, class sizes and where employees
are assigned.

e Salaries must be based on merit. Automatic
raises now pegged to years of service and
education credentialsd known as step
increasesd will be abolished.

e Seniority no longer determines who gets laid
off. Performance will be the primary factor,
though seniority still will have a role.

o Continuing contracts for experienced
teachersd more commonly known as
tenured will no longer be granted.

\

e bargaining

e There will be no bargaining on health care
benefits or anything less than a 15% employee
premium. Benefits for employees must be the
same as management level employees.

o Districts won't pay for any of the employees'
required contribution to their pension plans,
which is 10 percent of their salaries.

for some

e SB 5 eliminates Resolution of Disputes by a
Neutral Party: When the parties are unable to
agree to a contract, S.B. 5 provides for the
legislative body to consider each party's last,
best offer and choose which offer to adopt.
What this means is that the school board will
decide whether to take its last best offer or the
teachersoé6 offer.

Teacher Contracts:

e An initial limited contract for a classroom
teacher entered into on or after the effective
date of the bill, shall not exceed three years.
Any subsequent limited contractd not less than
2 years and not more than 5 years.

Layoffs:

o Prohibits any Collective Bargaining Agreement
provision requiring a
service as the only factor in a RIF or that
restricts the authority of a public employer to
determine the order of layoffs.

e Subject to a preference for teachers with a con-
tinuing contract, the principal factor in teacher

RI'Fs must be a school
the relative quality of performance, including
type of | icense held,

use of a value-added measure and results of the
teacherdés performance
review program created by education and
representative of teachers employed by that
board.

e Subject to a preference for non-teaching
employees with continuing contracts, the prin-
cipal factor in RIFs must be the relative quality
of performance, as measured by the board.
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Right to Strike:

Higher Education:

Prohibits public employee strikes and
establishes penalties for engaging in an illegal
strike, including deduction of an amount equal
to twice the daily rate of pay for each day on
strike, a fine of $1,000 and up to 30 days
imprisonment, or both. Establishes penalties
for engaging in an illegal strike, including
deduction of an amount equal to twice the
daily rate of pay for each day on strike, a fine
of $1,000 and up to 30 days
imprisonment, or both.

Employees of state

institutions of higher education may bargain
wages, hours and terms and conditions of
employment. HOWEVER, faculty is generally
excluded from collective bargaining by being

defined as fisuperviso
|l evel 0 employees and
bargain.

Caps vacation leave accumulation at 7.7 hours
per biweekly pay period after 19 years of
service. Reduces sick leave accrual from 4.6
hours to 3.1 hours per biweekly pay period.

Talking Points on SB S from OEA:

In a tough economy, with Ohio facing a major
budget deficit, we must focus on the essentials.
Nothing is more essential than giving our
children a quality education that prepares them
for good jobs.

Children need teachers to focus on them and their
classrooms. Allowing the union to represent
teachers frees them to do what they do best:
TEACH.

Taking away the uni
teachers and support staff will mean school
salaries would be dictated by state politicians
and education bureaucrats.

on

Senate Bill 5 will hurt local schools and kids

because taking unions out of the picture will
make it easier for politicians to lay off employees
and cut funding for schools across Ohio.

Collective bargaining allows educators (teachers/
education support professionals/higher education
employees/developmental disability/SCOPE
staff) a voice in improving opportunities for
Ohi o0s student s,
improved teaching and learning conditions.

Collective bargaining allows education support
professionals a voice in improving critical
services for students, such as school
transportation, food services and facility
maintenance.

Educators (teachers/education support
professionals/higher education employees/
developmental disability/SCOPE staff), like all
public employees, are an integral part of the
fabric of Ohi o06s

betfer
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framework for problem-solving that has made
strikes rare. OEA affiliatesd representing
teachers, support staff, higher education
employees, developmental disability specialists
and SCOPE teachers in Ohio prisonsd negotiate
effectively to avoid disruption for student
learning.

What YOU can do:

Regardless of the outcome of SB 5, OCTELA is
committed to supporting quality teaching.

Be aware of and understand the specific challenges
that exist to education and support teacher quality.

Work TOGETHER as local education leaders.
Ask questions and advocate for change.
For more detailed information about SB 5 and other
political issues,

check out the OEA Website at

http://www.ohea.org/political-action-1
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CTELA

OCTELA Names New Executive Directo

Karla Hieatt Bisig

Brings Varied Background to New Post

Karla Bisig, newly appointed OCTELA Executive Director, brings
to the organization a variety of experience and service to education. Karla
graduated summa cum laude from Wilmington College with a Bachelor of
Arts in Secondary Education and English and earned a Master of Arts in English Literature from Wright
State University.

Chosen as O@mganding Bnglsh Language Arts Secondary Teacher of thev2@07,
Karla was also selected the recipient of an NCTE Secondary National Teacher of Excellence Award
In 2008, Phi Delta Kappa also highlighted Karla as an Emerging Leader

A native of Wilmington, Ohio, Karla completed a four-year OCTELA presidential term
and chaired the 2009 Spring Conference in Columbus. Prior to her presidential service, she served on
OCTELAGs board as t h effivaoo o Tech Brep and Achdemacs asddhen asf o r
secretary from 2007 & 2008. As a member of the Executive Committee, she also served on the Editorial
Advisory Board for the Ohio Journal of English Language Artss been a Committee Representative for
Buckeye Chil drends Bo ok Ofwendddolescemtd iterady e @arspactivd
and is a frequent presenter at OCTELA conferences.

An innovative and dedicated teacher, Karla currently teaches at Wilmington High School. Gloria

FIl aherty, her mentor and former professor, w
| earning, | ove of teaching, and |l ove for stu
As Executive Director, Karl a wil |l provi de

to work with such a ltislelhepathatehd megvership will seefher moeowlypad ae |.

director but also as a resource. She is looking forward to connecting with the members of OCTELAJ
answering their questions, addressing their concerns, and providing the pertinent information that will help
keep the state affiliate moving forward in the 21% century.

Karla lives in Wilmington, Ohio, with her son Carter and enjoys rediscovering the world through his
eyes. When she is not Apl aying carso with
traveling. Please feel free to contact her at anytime with questions or concerns:

Karla Hieatt Bisig, P.O. Box 241, Wilmington, OH 45177
Email: karla.bisig@wilmington.k12.o0h.us

Car
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Tanzina Shams
New OCTELA Vice President

Martha Copp

New Secretary-Elect

Tanzina
Shams

has been in the
field of
education for
over fifteen
years. She has
S experience
teaching English
at the high

' school level,
education courses at the university level, and
writing workshops at the elementary school level.

Tanzina has also worked for Simon & Schuster
Education Division. She earned her Masters of
Arts in English from Pennsylvania State University
and a second Masters in English Education from
The Ohio State University. She has also done
extensive coursework in ESL/ELL. In addition,
Tanzina has presented at conferences and
published articles on the topics of social justice,
diversity, and multicultural media.

A past OCTELA secretary, Tanzina is currently
the OCTELA Multicultural Liaison and state
coordinator for NCTE Promising Young Writers.
She is also a teacher consultant for The National
Writer's Workshop and working on her own
writing.

During her positions as Vice President and then
President at OCTELA, Tanzina hopes to continue
OCTELA's excellence in promoting cultural
diversity to OCTELA members.

Martha
|Copp

is a graduate of
The Ohio State
| University and
| a fourth-year
teacher at

| Miami Trace

| High School in
| Washington

| Court House,
Ohio.

Martha currently teaches freshman English and
senior composition and is the co-advisor for her
school 6s student gove

Outside school, Martha is also a part-time
sportswriter for The Bleacher Reporthe fourth
largest sports website in the world. Most recently,
she coveredthe2010-2 011 Ohi o St
basketball season. Several of her articles were
awarded as fAnHot Reads
which are commendations given to well-written
pieces that spark viewer interest.

Martha lives with her husband and three cats and
enjoys reading and cooking in her spare time.

She writes,
Al't i s an honor t
organization that dedicates itself to promoting
language arts education. In a world where
the state of publication education is
uncertain, it is encouraging to see so many
advocates of environments where
students
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Carrying Poetry

Around
An Essay in Praise of
Memorization

By Terry Hermsen
(Reprinted from Council Chronicle,March 2011)

Canwe carry poetry
be a bad idea to have books of poems in our
pockets. Sitting down and waiting for a lunch
companion, we can take a few breathing moments
and let a poem sink in.

ar ou

Iheard someone say rec
anything else and really hear or read a poem. | like
that. How many things are that way? Sleep comes
to mind. l'tdéds hard to
else. Any worries or random bits of song will

intrude and break the spell. The same with poetry.
We hold it in our handifs
of suspended time we enterd something of a

spell itself. And that spell reflects the whole world.

For me, poetry began with memorizing. In 5th
grade my family moved from the child paradise of
LaGrange, Illinois, where my poetry was the
resounding of calls across our huge backyards, the
games of spud or grass fighting, the tunnels we
made in dirt piles, the skating on the backyard
creek, or the creak of the chains on the playground-
size swing set our father located somewhere. But
moving to an isolated house in Rockford, | was
turned inward. School studies and reading began to
matter. | think, by necessity, | learned to compen-
sate for the lack of immediate friends through
words. My mom bought me a diary for Christmas...
and in 6th grade when my favorite teacher Miss
Rose had us memorize poems, instead of something
short, funny or easy my mom handed me
Longfell owbds fAPaul Rev
Who knows why she thought 1 was up to the task of
taking on that five page history lesson? Maybe
because | loved stories of the past? Maybe because

I loved our family songfests on long car ridesd and
knew most of the lyrics already? Whatever it was,
ntdi?e | e spuerpiosrec @ to fwouP «

introduction to carrying poetry with me.

Throughout my I|ife 16
poem (or many others
a momentods notice. Ev

construction jobs, up on a ladder, wedging a piece
oftsiding into airacky uppeecorreraindd the edves,
| 6d be able to hear i

i 7@

S T € §|I8ntly rowed to the %harlest&/\/n shor
Just as the moon rose over the bay
Wh re winging wide at her.mqorings lay
om%rset rltlsﬁrﬁ ﬁwar Pt
A phantom ship, with each mast and spar
Across the moon like a prison bar,
And a huge black hull, that was magnified
By its own reflection in the tide.

Littledi d | know what
mooringso meant

had their own appeal anyway. | found out how
words make pictures, how single images can hold
moments of history. | learned the rhythm and the
pattern of sound, the click of a fine metaphor.

117

n i
me

|l |l earned a new way o
just as earlier 1 6d m
or Western scenes out of blocks or colored-pencils,
Longfell owds poem sho
worlds out of language.

Andherebdés the point, f

students of poetry at any level: if I had just read

efif Rl RRawveedr e&s aRisdiag,g@
relationship with the actual story of Bunker Hill,
would all this have sunk in as well? | doubt it.
Hearing the poem in my headd being able to carry
at least sections of it around with med gave a more

s wi

b ut

N
Y~

h d e

v e d
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human, a more vital, a more lived dimension to the
art.

Since that time, poetry has snuck into my inner
satchel in a number of ways. When my first daughter
was bornd oddly enough in similar isolated
circumstances, where there was little in the way of
distractions and easy conversationsd we made
worlds from very small
her bike seat and peddle down to the nearby
riverbed, making dams in the current, swinging her
above the water to let her splash her feet, watching
and naming the cows in a pasture behind the fence.

And then, as she got slightly older and the rides got
longer, we would take along picnics and small books
of haiku translations from Peter Pauper Press that |
just happened to find. Those books were something
of a miracle. We would mark ones we likedd such
as one by Joso about snow, and two by Basho that
evoke the summer moon and cherry blossom
sscasondand then put them
years now and sheds be
school and just had a first child of her own, but I
dare say we both have those poems somewhere in
our souls. You can find these and similar ones in

t

many good | ocati onThe s
Essential HaikyEcco Press, 1995).
One interesting result of our memorizing is that,
even before she could write, my daughter began
making up poems fAin t hg
announced her first to us while walking across a
field outside of Shelby, Ohio, at dusk, looking west
over the town:

The sun sets

on top of the sunset

The sunset slowly flows

through the city
Another time, we were in the orchard, and she
Afannounced, 06 as we wer
AHerebs a poem | made

Under the apple tree I stand

feeling like a mouse

for it is my giant
As may be evident i1 n t
and fAsizeo are signifi

child walking with her parents well over twice her

)

”

-

size. This third one as well has to do with issues of
dimension:

When the leaves fall
it seems to me
that the world
shrinks down
Idondt say fAmemorize h

Ahctievatuee 0o oWeddl pube
Japanese literary tradition, though both of these are
valid. | say it was crucial to the development of her
memory and her sense
ing. 0 Shed6éd seen snow
brought winter back, even in the middle of August.
Shedd | augh at the moo
make a man wander around the pond all night. Or
stand up somewhat tal/l
dignity, even when it was being out-shown by the
cherry bl ossoms. The#$s
or | essons in being, p
realizations they brought each of us for any
camusemant@arkyin.thewotldd s been 30
n through coll ege and
What does memorizing poetry do? Well, at least
two crucial things come to mind. First, it makes us
slow down. We have to take it line by line, section
bylsectars ForRrmther it dpenskpasigace éround
| anguage. When | say 4
gui etness thatos di ffi
especially in our jaded, madly-rushing times.

0

| @sgpest tryimgitrodt, énla dlass or 8yhyaurself.
Pick two or three short poems that you like for
starters. Not just the funny ones by Jack Prelutsky or
Shel Silverstein. But
AThis I s Just To Sayo
AMIi | kweed. 6 Or Mary Ol
Woods. o Or somet h
Leigh Huntdéds AJenny Ki
somet hing as | ong as AN
give you some other sense of time to carry around in
yooraaysi 1thmgy operoup &bk qf gacetfor by n
pvandering and wonder. It may link you to your
children in ways you
make a strand across time.

W

Poet Terry Hermsen teaches creative writing and
e litefature ag Qtterhein/(pllege in Wemepvillee (3hio.

ant, as Hejsghp guthordf ey mi gh
Poetry of Place

Helping Students Write Their WorldeNCTE, 2009).
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Romona
Applegate Uses
Buttons to Help

Students with
Descriptive
Writing

Virginia McCormac
and Alesha Trudell
Host the Raffle
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Above: International Students from Kent State University
Enjoy the Luncheon.

Right: Jaime Adoff, 2011 BCBA winner, and Sarah Ressler Wright
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The OCTELA Outstanding Language Arts
Educator Award was established to recognize
excellence in language arts teaching at the
elementary, middle school, high school and
university level, and in the special distinction
category. An OCTELA Outstanding Language Arts
Educator demonstrates excellence inside and outside
the classroom through leadership in and advocacy for
the language arts and focused efforts to improve
student learning.

An Outstanding Language Arts Educator
strives for distinguished teaching and continued
professional growth as specified by The Ohio
Standards for the Teaching Profession

OCTELA is pleased to honor four educators.
The award ceremony took place at the 2011 Spring
Conference Friday luncheon.

Outstanding Elementary Educator

Karen Andrus Tollafield

fil believe that an educator mu
constantly learn and grow, just lik
his or her stud

Letter from Cathy Perloff, one of
Karends studen

Mrs. Tollafield is a teacher,
mentor, and outstanding language L
arts educator. Because of these
three factors, she is the perfect choice to receive this
honor.

Mrs. Tollafield is a teacher in all senses of the word.
She was my fourth grade language arts teacher, and
her efforts turned chi
interested in the written word into poets and
storytellers. We kept poetry journals, learned to play
with participles, appositives, and other writing
techniques, and did fun projects to help us learn to
write. For example, we wrote narratives from the
point of view of an object in a book we chose, picked
seashells to write odes about, and wrote poems to

OCTELA Honors Educators

define a word. She let us know of contests so we
could share our work with an outside audience. At
the beginning of fourth grade, | walked in as a girl
who loved to write but was too overflowing with
vocabulary to make a cohesive story. When | left, |
knew how to write and story-tell. And | have Mrs.
Tollafield to thank for that. Mrs. Tollafield is also a
mentor. She offered us the opportunity to come in
and receive guidance on our writings every
Wednesday after school.

Lastly, Mrs. Tollafield is an outstanding educator.
She always kept i n min
needs and worked with him or her so that student
could reach his or her full potential. She used
projects and activities to motivate students to take an
interest in writing, and she offered to mentor students
to improve their writing even when they were
finished with her class.

Karen Andrus Tollafield has been teaching for thirty
years. She currently works with fourth graders at
Beachwood Hilltop Elementary in Beachwood, Ohio.

Outstanding Middle School Educator

Michelle L. Best

Al want to inst.i
who walks into my room the

understanding that literature speakfi
to each and every one of us througst
our unique need

Mor a

Letter from Kayl a

Y &Y P o wedrdeYn 6 1N nM cSe s s
Daily Language papers, quickly reviewing with us
the rules of punctuation and grammar. Then, she
reads us a book out loud. We discuss the events that
happened in that particular section such as characters,
mood, and conflicts. On some days, we journal about
a prompt she has selected while music plays in the
background. I am also part of RDE (Reading Discus-

sion Enrichment) which she sponsors. This is a

B.e, ¢
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voluntary reading club that one must be invited to
based on performance on the OAA and Language
Aurts grades.

Mrs. Best has taught me many new and useful
writing skills that | can use for the rest of my life.
She has taught me new ways to think about books |
am reading. | have learned how to become an
effective writer. Mrs. Best is a very unselfish person
as | have learned over the past few months. The
places she has been able to go fascinate me. | have
always wanted to be a teacher, but she has really
made me want to achieve and strive for that goal.
Her writing is amazing and | love the way she
teaches concepts. | cannot think of anyone more
deserving of this award.

Michelle L. Best is in her eleventh year of teaching.
Presently, she works with eighth graders in an
Integrated Language Arts setting at Austintown
Local Schools in Austintown, Ohio.

Outstanding Secondary Educator

Heather Campbell
AiMine is a c¢cl as
student voi ce i

Letter from Tammy Tucker, one
of Heathero6s s

I have known Ms. Campbell for
five years ever since my brother
first had her for a teacher. My sister also had her for
English before me. I hope she will be here so my
little brother will also get to take her classes. | know
Ms. Campbell will work hard to help him understand
and be successful. My older brother, sister and | are
all very different kinds of students, yet we all love
Ms. Campbell. My brother is really smart but was
kind of a zoned out student, and Ms. Campbell really
had to ride him so he kept coming to school and
graduated. He got really interested in her recitation
contest and won it once. My sister really hated
English before Ms. Campbell and struggled with
reading and grammar. Ms. Campbell was very
patient and encouraged her. She designed fun
projects in her class that let my sister be creative,
learn and feel as though she had really accomplished

somet hing. She create
Campbell actually sent to refugee children in
Uganda.

English is a strength for me. Even though English is
one of my best subjects, I am never bored in Ms.
Campbell 6s cl ass. Bec
books, Ms. Campbell is always on the lookout for
books I might like to read. Ms. Campbell has shared
her love of reading, writing, community service, and
being a responsible citizen with all of her students. |
am proud to say | had her as a teacher!

National Board Certified Teacher Heather Campbell

has taught for six years. She is a high school English
teacher at Arlington Heights Academy in Cincinnati,
Ohio.

Outstanding College Educator

Patricia Conley Spradlin

AGrowing as a {
composition and rhetoric now
involves, for me, the challenge g
seeing theories in relation to one
another and understanding the
contradictions and complexities
€among the theories. Eventually,
QHe hatnBslchafge, the theories
change, the political climate
changes, and we move on to new and exciting ideas
which also need to fit into the conversation.

The important thing, | now know, is to be a part of tha

conversation and change

Letter from Jennifer Pauley, Ph.D.

During my senior year at Portsmouth East High
School in the early 1990s, | was fortunate to have
been a student in Patéd
elective language arts class for college-bound
seniors. Pat was a vibrant and effective teacher, and
she had a reputation for setting high standards for
students, but what motivated students to try and meet
her high expectations was the fact that she set the
same high standards for herself. | have vivid
memories of watching Pat walk to her car after
school, her arms overflowing with student journals.

I now realize she didn
journals, but she never seemed to let the heavy load
of teaching high school English diminish the amount

au
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of student writing she assigned, which is something |
later grew to appreciate upon leaving high school,
entering college, and discovering how well-prepared |
was for the transition.

After receiving my Ph.D. in English Studies in 2006, |
was hired as an Assistant Professor of English at
Shawnee State University, and now our relationship of
teacher/student has matured into one of colleagues.
As Patds coll eague, I
different vantage point, her leadership in the area of
language arts. Pat has served as the Chair of our
departmental Assessment Committee for the past three
years and, as a depart
experience and leadership in this area. In addition to
spearheading our assessment projects, Pat initiates
post-assessment dialogue among departmental
members about how we might improve our
assessment efforts. This practice shows not only her
commitment to language arts and assessment but also
to her colleagues and to our department as a whole.

Professor Patricia Conley Spradlin, in her twenty-
seventh year of teaching, instructs English
Composition, English AYA/ELA Methods, English
Young Adult Literature, and Senior Seminar at
Shawnee State University. She also serves as the
director for their OhioWINS program.

Saturday Luncheon Speaker and Y.A. Author

Jay Asher with Dr. Cynthia Bowman (center)
and Karen Carney, Conference Chair

Get —
Published 4
in =
Ohio
Teachers
Write

ment, we all value Pat
Ohio Teachers Writds a literary magazine
published annually by OCTELA and devoted to
the poetry and prose of Ohio teachers in all fields.
Our purpose is to:

)
—

Sally Lamping, Editor

o

e Provide a collection of literature for the reading
pleasure of teachers and other adult readers;

e Encourage teachers to compose literary works
along with their students; and

e Provide the citizens of Ohio a connection with Ohio
educators and a window into the world of educators
not often seen by those outside the teaching
profession.

Submission Guidelines:

OTCELA invites Ohio educators (active or
retired, kindergarten through college) in all fields to
submit up to three works of poetry or short literary
prose (maximum 1500 words each) for consideration by
November 1, 2011, for publication in spring of 2012.

Mail five copies of up to three submissions with
a cover letter that includes your name, each submission
title, email, phone number, and address.

Send submissions to

Dr. Sally Lamping
Assistant Professor of English

Wright State University
470 Millett Hall
Dayton, Ohio 45435
or submit work electronically in Word format to

ohioteacherswrite@gmail.com.

Please include a stamped, self-addressed envelope.

For more information, visit www.octela.org
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K’:’{Stle Hem0" 2011 Bonnie Chambers Award Winner

There they wered twenty-six children
staring me in the eyes
waiting to learn about fairy
tales. They had their crisp,
white fairy tale elements
charts atop their clipboards,
lying in their laps, awaiting
my directions. Did | know
what | was doing? | had
never taught a complete
fairy tale unit on my own.
Was | going to set these
kids up for success? Did |
even fully understand what
to look for in books to
determine a true fairy tale?

other ideas. Everyone eventually had to audition for
parts, read and record them, and illustrate pictures.

Allowing the students to be
the driving force behind the
project allowed the students
to shine. They came up with
ideas of which I never would
“Jhave thought
we start the movie with a
scene like Kate DiCamillo
starts. The Tale of

. | Despereaux It would hook
] the movie watcher in like
Kate hooked us in and make
them wonder what each part
I's that webor

How could 1, a first year
teacher, know basically

L to R. Beth Kletzly, Krystle Nemo, Susan Malaska

Wow, | thought. They were

nothing about third grade
curriculum (or so it seemed), take these young minds
and mold them to enjoy learning about fairy tales and
understand the literary differences between them and
other fictional stories?

The first idea that came to my mind was to
make a movie (more like a photo montage to be
exact). | thought this would be a fun way to
integrate technology, mentor texts, fairy tale
elements, shared writing, shared reading, fluency
practice and all of the other good literacy practices |
had learned in school. When | proposed this idea to
my students, they were
what | had in mind because the idea was still a little
too abstract for them.
know what I had in mind either. 1 just decided to run
with it and let the children guide the way.

We began the process of making our movie
with a lot of prewriting. We brainstormed the fairy
tale elements we wanted to include: a general
beginning, middle and end, and the problem. We
then designed characters and assigned six main script
writers to help develop our ideas further.
Periodically, the script writers would meet while the
rest of the class worked together to continue with

really catching on to the craft
of writing. AWhat abo
we talk to the movie watchers like Kate talks to her
readers? We could ask them what gargantuan
paroxysm means and then tell them the definition

|l ater . o

AThaatlésso | i ke Lemon

another student contin
then tells the definit
gargantuan paroxysm? Was this taking it too far and
what in the world did it mean anyway? | had no

idea. I never thought to change their ideas but did
evanttq helpetiem retianalizeghe ghaicgs they wete n
making. After their convincing explanation, |
redizgedl thaktheyf knew exdctly what they were deing
and why they were doing it.

As the project continued throughout a total of
five months, | witnessed deep learning and
determination. Students requested to stay in during
their lunch periods and recess. They even started an
after school group to get the script finished on time
for our celebration.
we going to go back to
This is a mark of true learning.
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Toward the end of the process, the kids
surprised me once again. They wanted to turn our
celebration into a full out cinema and award show.
Parents were invited to our premiere and enjoyed
concessions while watching. Students spoke about
the process of making the movie afterward and
explained where they got their inspiration. | just sat
back and watched the smiles come across the faces
of the students and the families, both proud and
amazed at the final product. | was in awe myself.
Eight and nine year olds carefully constructed an
over an hour long movie with over forty pages of
scriptd simply unbelievable! But when I reflected
back to the nights I spent researching quality texts to

support myl weatchiindg $a
By compl ementing kidsb®d
guality childrenés | it

possibilities, anything is possible.

Krystle Nemo teaches third grade at
Donovan Elementary School in Lebanon, Ohio.
She was nominated by Assistant Principal
Elizabeth Kletzly.

The Bonnie Chambers Award for Exemplary
Beginning Teaching is coordinated by
Susan Malaska.

€

A nomination form for the Bonnie Chambers
Award is in the back of this newsletter.
You may also make a tax deductible donation
ensure the continuation of this award.

The Bonnie Chambers Award Donation

Please accept a donation in the amount of $

Name

Street Address

City State

Zip

Email (or) Phone

Please make checks payable to:
The Bonnie Chambers Endowment Fund
Mail to:
The Columbus Foundation
1234 East Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 432050 1453
Attention: Steve Moore
www.columbusfoundation.org phone 614-251-4000)

[

Remembering

Kathryn Dunham
OCTELA President 19780 1979

=

g

Kathryn V. Dunham was born
on June 14, 1922, to John
Robert and Ruth Hill
Vulgamore in Piketon, Ohio,
and died on Friday, October 1,
2010, at Knox Community
Hospital.

o, it t me.

NShe istsurvvdd byFolrchfidieh, o (Debray &nd h
I Lyghne 6f MourRt iefhon Sdés YReeoBGarhblere
Dan (Buffy) of Three Oaks, Michigan, and two step
grandsons, Joel and Jeremy. She was pre-deceased
by her husband, Harold F. Dunham, in 1984.

hi

She was a graduate of Piketon High School and
Miami University and did graduate study at Ohio
State, Purdue, and Ohio Universities. She taught at
Western High School, Latham, Danville High
School, and twenty-eight years at Mount VVernon
High School where she advised the literary
magazine and was chair of the English Department.

Kathryn was a member of the Gay Street United
Methodist Church, Delta Kappa Gamma, the
Sorosis Club, and the Ohio Council of Teachers of
English/Language Arts. She was a past-president
of the Piketon Sorosis Club, the Mount Vernon
Sorosis Club, the Mount VVernon Education
Association, and OCTELA.

She also served a three-year term as Ohio
coordinator of the Achievement Awards in
Writing for NCTE and ten years as one of three
judges of the Lucille Loy Koch Writing Awards
for the Ohioana Library.

- <

In 1962, Kathryn attended a National Defense
Education Association workshop at The Ohio State
University where she met Pat Bjerstedt, one of the
founders of OCTELA, Kathryn Hearn, and Pat
Gilbert, all of whom were OCTELA presidents.

m
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Q10 Council OF TEACHERS OF ENGLISH LANGUAGE ART:

OCTELA Membership Form

Check your mailing label for your expiration date

Application for OCTELA membership: Make checks payable to OCTELA and mail this form to
Karla Bisig, P.O. Box 241, Wilmington 45177 Email: karla.bisig@wilmington.k12.oh.us
You may also pay by Master Card or Visa.
CHECK ONE: __ Professional Membership $35 ___Student or Retired Membership $12
Name:
Teaching Level: Check all applicable
Address:
___Secondary __ Middle Sch.
City: State: Zip:
__ Elementary __ College/Univ.
Home PH School PH:
Vocational Librarian
Email: T T
___ Retired ___ Student
County in which you teach: School:
Other Dept. Chair
Credit Card Number: T T
Expiration Date: Check One: Master Card Visa 3 digit code

SUPPORT FOR THE LEARNING
AND TEACHING OF ENGLISH

NCTE Dates & Sites:

SLATE is NCTE's grassroots advocacy
network that

e seeks to influence public attitudes and policy
decisions affecting the teaching of English
language arts at local, state, and national
levels, and

o serves as NCTE's intellectual freedom
network.

NCTE offers advice, helpful documents, and
other support at no cost to teachers faced with
challenges to literary works, films and videos,
drama productions, or teaching methods.

N CT E 6 s-Cefssorship efforts are currently
funded to provide a public service to members
and nonmembers only when they are facing

challenges to literary works, films, and videos.

For more information about censorship issues, go to
http://www.ncte.org/action/anti-censorship

NCTE Annual Convention:

e 2011: November 178 20, Chicago, IL
Reading the Past, Writing the Future
NCTEG6s 100th Anniver

e 2012: November 150 18, Las Vegas, NV

e 2013: November 210 24, Boston, MA

CCCC:
e 2011: April 60 9, Atlanta, GA
All Our Relations: Contested Space,
Contested Knowledge
e 2012: March 210 24, St. Louis, MO
e 2013: March 130 16, Las Vegas, NV
e 2014: March 190 22, Indianapolis, IN

Whole Language Umbrella:
e 2011: July 210 24, Las Vegas, NV

For details on professional development,
including Web seminars and
conventions, see the NCTE homepage at
http://www.ncte.org

S
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Become a Member of NCTE

Note: Changes to NCTE Dues & Journals

NCTE Membership form is available on the OCTELA website:

www.octela.org

National Council of Teachers of English
Membership Form

Your Mame School Address Information
Home Address School Name
Citty Stata
Phong Address
Email
(please provide email to ensure comect online delivery of journals)
[] o
State Zip
Become an individual member and join a ssction. Phone ( )
O NCTE Membership, $50.0MVyr.

Please select your voling section:

O Elementary (E} [ Middle (M) [0 Secondary (8)

O College (C)

Customize your membership! Choose your journals and join constituent organizations.

Journals
O Language Arts (EL oo 2500
O School Talk (E)ooeee . 52500
O Voices from the Middle (M})... .. 52500
O English Journal (8)........... 52500
O Classroom Notes Plus (S).. ... 52500
O College English (Chooeeeeeee . 82500
O Teaching English in the Two-Year
CollegelTYCA (T £25.00
O Research in the Teaching of English (C).. $25.00
O SLATE Newsletter (Comtribution)........... £15.00

Al prices sre for anmnel ssbecriptions (excading interations] postge)

Sublotals
For NCTE Membership % 50.00
For All Selected Journals %

For Constituent Organizations $
For International Postage™ %

TOTAL §

*[secxortional postags: Add $12.00 par joumal for Langeage Arts, Exglish
Jourml, College Comspoaition and Commemication, and Collegs Fnglish
Add S8 00 fior all othar jowmals. Add $48.00 for sach Comprehensive
Journal Subscription.

Constituent Organizations

O Conference on College Composition and
Communication
Journal: College Composition and
Communication? (Tl e 325N YE

O Conference on English Edueation
Journal: English Education (Tl .- $25.00yr.

O Conference on English Leadership
Journal: English [eadership Quarterfy (5)...825.00/yr.

O Wheole Language Umbrella
Journal: Talking Points (B} 5250y

Payment Oplions
O Check is enclosed {payable to NCTE).
O Charge my MasterCard, VISA, Discover.

Account No. ! ! !

Exp. Daie !

Your signature:

Complete and return this form to:

NCTE, Membership Department,

1111 W. KEenyon Rd. Urbana, IL 61801-1096
Or fax to: 217.328.9645
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OCTELAG Best and Brightestd 2012
Bonnie Chambers Award
for Exemplary Beginning Teaching
in Language Arts

A $500 award, including OCTELA Spring Conference registration, an OCTELA
membership, and gifts, will be presented at the 2012 Spring Conference to a K& 6
teacher in his or her 2" through 5" years of teaching. The award is designed to
support Ohiobdbs best and brightest n
qguality childrends I|iterature in th

Nomination Form: Nomination forms must be typed or printed and sent

to the chair of the selection committee no later than June 30, 2011.
Nominees will receive their application by Email and regular mail during the summer.

Nomi needs Name:

Number of years of teaching experience by the end of the 2011-2012 school year

Name of School:

School Address:

City, State, Zip:

Nomi needs Email :

Current Position:

Nomi nat or 6s Name:

Nomi natord6s Email :

Nomi natordés Current Position:

Quiio Councu oF TeacHees OF ENGLISH | ANGUAGE ART

Send nominations to Susan Malaskad 597 Brae Burn, Mansfield, OH 44907
Phone: (419) 756 0962 Email: vmalaska@neo.rr.com

Deadline: June 30, 2011
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OCTELA 2012

Outstanding English Language Arts Educator
Nomination Form

All nominees MUST be a member of OCTELA, and all nominators MUST either be members
of OCTELA or be a building principal.

Nomination forms MUST be typed or printed and submitted to the chair of the Selection
Committee by November 1, 2011 AWARDS GIVEN IN MARCH 2012

Nomi needs Name:

Home Address:

City, State, Zip:

Home Phone: Work Phone :

Email Address:

Current Position:

Please write a brief statement telling why this individual is qualified to receive this award.
(Statement may be used if nominee is selected.)

Nominator: Date:
Home Address:

City, State, Zip:

Home Phone: Work Phone:

Name of School or Institution:

Send nominations to Karen Tollafield ktoll82@yahoo.com
6908 Sutherland Court Mentor, OH 44060
Deadline: November 1, 2011

www.octela.org www.octela.org www.octela.org
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OCTELA 2012 Spring Conference: March 96 10,2012
CALL FOR PROPOSALS:

The Future Is Now!

Featured Speakers: Chris Crowe, Nancy Frey, and Sara Kajdar
Skype Authors and others TBA

Session Title (please keep it short):

Description of content and purpose in 50 words or fewer:

NOTES:

1) If your proposal is accepted, both the title and content may be edited to fit printing requirements

2) When you submit your proposal, please include the Ohio Content Standards/Common Core Standards that
your session addresses.

3) Please indicate if you are affiliated with an Ohio writing project. (yes) (no)

Audience: Circle the grade level(s) for which this session would be most beneficial.
K-4 5-8 9-12 HS & College Multiple Levels

**Audio Visual Needs** (Please circle): Overhead Screen Cart TV/VCR/DVD Internet
(requires a wireless card)

*Make sure that the AV you request is essential to the successful presentation of your content. Due to the cos
A/V rental, OCTELA will NOT be able to provide computer/LCD projectors. If you need this for your presentati
you will be asked to bring your own equipment along with power strips and extension cords.

Cont act Presenterods Name:

Address:

City, State, Zip:

Work phone: ( ) Home phone: ( )
Work Fax: ( ) Email:

Other Presenter(s):

Name of School Building and District & Complete Address for Building:

If your proposal has one or two presenters, each will receive 1/4 off the conference Aalditional presenters
will be asked to pay the full conference fee.
PROPOSALS DUE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 1, 2012
E-Mail to: Jessica Bennett jessica.bennett@swcs.us
or Mail to: 2803 Southwest Boulevard, Grove City, OH 43123
Note: Proposals will be acknowledged by email. Please supply your email address.

t of
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